
 

Saskatchewan Reads Writing Workshop 
 

Friday, February 26th, 2021 
 

ZOOM 
 

Ignite Curiosity & Instill Confidence in Readers & Writers 
 

In this time of so many disruptions to their learning, we have to rethink what matters the most and what is possible in 
these chaotic and difficult times:  

 “Less is More  

 Choice Matters 
 Innovation & Creativity Foster Engagement 
 We must anchor our work in the lives of our children.” (Carla Espana, NYC teacher) 
 

Welcome/Opening Comments - Gwen Keith/Susan Nedelcov-Anderson   9:00-9:15       
 

Reading Writing Connection – Linda Rief        9:15-10:30 
We can read without writing, but we cannot write without reading. If we neglect writing, it is at the expense of helping 

our students become the strongest writers and readers.                                                                                                                          

One of the ways I have found most successful for engaging even the most reluctant writer is through Quick Writes. In 

the first morning session we will do some of that writing, noticing how the mentor texts used give us, and our students, 

ideas for producing our own, and their own, thinking. We will talk through all we noticed and the implications for our 

classroom 

Break             10:30-11:00 
 

Craft Moves and Constructive Feedback – Linda Rief      11:00-12:00 

After the break we will look at ways to strengthen the writing through mentor texts, craft moves and constructive 

feedback. We will look at the ways our beliefs and values guide our choices as we design the year in the ways that help 

our students become their strongest at both writing and reading.  

Lunch Break            12:00-12:45 
 

Engage Students with a Writer’s-Reader’s Notebook – Linda Rief          12:45-1:45 
Keeping a Writer’s-Reader’s Notebook is an essential component of the writing-reading workshop. We will look at how 

that notebook keeps reading and writing connected and strengthens both the writing and reading of our students. And 

can be done just as easily at home and shared in ways on-line that offer students a wider audience. 

Break             1:45-2:00 
 

Invite Our Students to Use a Multi-Model Approach to Communication – Linda Rief 2:00-2:45 
Even the youngest of our students are adept at using technology to produce multi-modal responses that allow them to 

connect their literacies with a much larger audience than the teacher. Once I invited my students to show me what they 

could do as producers of videos for a variety of purposes, they taught each other (and me) how to tell a story, how to 

reflect on their learning, and how to persuade someone to an issue about which they felt strongly. We have to offer our 

students ways of learning that interest and excite them, and at the same time engage them in critical thinking that 

challenges and motivates them.  Producing videos, especially during this tumultuous time in their on-line learning lives, 

is one of the ways to do all that. 

Website Updates/Celebrations/Closing/Exit Slips - Helene Prefontaine & Gwen Keith 2:45-3:00 


