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Bringing Thoughtful Purpose to Our Conferring (Patrick Allen) 

The greatest power of conferring is… 

 Knowing each child as a reader and a thinker. 

 Sharing the joy of rich conversations about literature! 

During each conference, I hope to be able to… 

 Peer into children’s minds as readers and thinkers. 

 Determine a child’s individual strengths to use as building blocks to nudge him or 

her further. 

Here is how my conferring has evolved… 

 I am spending more time listening to children talk about their reading as 

opposed to having them read to me or answer my questions. 

  

 

 

 

Conferring is a one-on-one conversation (approx. 3 minutes) between 

teacher and student about what the student is reading independently. 

Conferring helps the student understand, remember, extend meaning and 

make reading experiences memorable. 

Our conference is just 

a moment in a busy 

day, but it feels just 

right: two people 

talking about the big 

ideas in books and 

how they make us 

think more deeply 

about life.”  

(Penny Kittle) 

 

Watch Penny Kittle Confer with a Non-Reader  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqfpIwwQsYg#action=share 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YqfpIwwQsYg#action=share
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Reading Conferences Fall into Three Categories 
(adapted from Penny Kittle) 

SAMPLE Questions 
that Monitor a 
Reading Life 

 

How did you choose your book?  

Which authors/genres are your favourites? 

Where do you like to read?  

How do you find good books? 

What’s on your Next list? 

Is there a book that you think is a must read for others? 

SAMPLE Questions 
that drive Teaching 
Reading Strategies  

 

How is the reading going for you? How do you know? 

Tell me about a time when this book has confused you and what you’ve done 

to get yourself back on track in your understanding. 

What is this text really about?  

What does this text make you feel, think or wonder about? 

What questions might the author be trying to answer through the struggles 

of these characters? 

When you think back over the way a character has changed, can you point to 

specific moments when something was revealed about this character?  

SAMPLE Questions 
that drive a 
conference to 
Increase Complexity 
and Challenge 

 

What else have you read by this author? 

Have you considered how to push yourself as a reader?  

Let’s think about books that might challenge you to think differently. 

Tell me about a book you’ve dropped this year. Why did you drop it?  

What other genres could you explore? 

 

See these resources for more Conferring prompts 

Book Love (Penny Kittle) www.pennykittle.net 

CONFERRING: The Keystone of Reader’s Workshop (Patrick Allen) 

The Reading Zone (Nancie Atwell) 

No More Independent Reading Without Support (Debbie Miller & Barbara Moss) 

Prompting Guide for Comprehension: Thinking, Talking and Writing (Fountas & 

Pinnell) 

http://www.pennykittle.net/

