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Read-Aloud/Think-Aloud (Grade 3) 
 

 
Book Title:  The Spring Celebration           
  
Author:  Tina Umpherville        
 
Illustrator:  Christie Rice          
 
Story Summary:  
 

 
 

The Saskatchewan Curriculum outcomes/indicators addressed in this lesson are: 
 
ELA CR3.1  
Comprehend and respond to a variety of grade-level texts 

a. View, listen to, read, and respond to a variety of texts that reflect the issues related to identity, 
community, and social responsibility and connect to personal experiences, other texts, and 
other areas of study. 

b. Describe similarities between experiences and traditions encountered in daily life and those 
portrayed in various texts including First Nations and Métis texts. 
                                     

ELA CR3.4    
Read fluently and demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate fiction, script, poetry, and non-
fiction from various cultures including Metis and First Nations. 

a. Select and use appropriate strategies (before, during and after) to construct and confirm 
meaning when reading. 

b. Ask questions and support answers by connecting prior knowledge with literal information 
found in, and inferred from, texts including First Nations and Métis resources. 
 

ELA CC3.1 
Compose and create a range of visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore: identity (e.g., 
Spreading My Wings) community (e.g., Helping Others) social responsibility (e.g., Communities Around 
the World) and make connections across areas of study. 
 
Social Studies DR3.2  
Assess the degree to which the geography and related environmental and climatic factors influence 
ways of living on and with the land. 

a. Describe the impact of environmental factors and events on ways of life in communities studied. 

 

 

Winter is a harsh season in the north.  In the remote community of Brochet, when 
the people see the first signs of the coming spring, they gather for an annual 
community picnic. The Spring Celebration tells the story of a young girl’s 
involvement in one of these picnics, from choosing a picnic site for her family to 
gathering cranberries to cooking the dessert. 
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Assessment 
1. Teacher observes students with respect to their contributions, questions, listening and story 

retelling. Observations can be recorded in anecdotal records and by printing the student’s 
initials on graphic organizer beside their responses. 

2. Assessment of student writing (paragraph) and cloze exercise. 
3. Assessment of oral retelling of story—beginning, middle, end. 

 

Materials 
Create a graphic organizer on chart paper that records student predictions, questions, vocabulary 
understandings and interpretations of the story. 
 

Lesson Plans 
 
Day1              

Focus of the Think-Aloud: visualizing the story. 
 
Before (book introduction/pre-reading strategies): 

1. Review title, author, illustrator 
2. Review and discuss cover illustration. Give time for students to think what the story may be 

about and/or to pose questions that arise from the title and cover illustration (a questioning 
frame may be useful for this activity). 

3. Record predictions and/or questions on the graphic organizer. 
 

During 
1. Teacher reads story aloud with appropriate fluency and expression. 
2. Teacher talks about visualizing during the reading of the first section, “What do you I see in my 

mind as I read?” 
3. Children listen to the story which is paused at certain points to allow time for them to draw 

something relevant from that section. (Provide each student with a piece of paper divided into 
quadrants for sketching their story visuals.) 

 
After 
Draw a story activity: 

1. At the end of the reading, students use their pictures to support them as they retell the story to 
a partner. 

2. Teacher roves, supporting and observing. 
 

Day 2              

Focus of the Think-Aloud: how setting is revealed 
 
Before Reading 

1. Teacher introduces the concept of ‘setting’ by leading a picture talk. Students are prompted to 
use specific descriptive language to describe the setting portrayed in the picture. Use an 
illustration from The Spring Celebration or a picture showing a location more familiar to the 
students. 
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2. Encourage students to focus on setting as they listen to the story and view the illustrations. 
 
During 

1. Read The Spring Celebration this time sharing the illustrations in the story.  
2. Teacher thinks aloud about setting details from both text and illustrations. 

 
After 
Discussion: 

1. Teacher leads a discussion of the setting of The Spring Celebration and how it compares to the 
students’ communities and local geography. Record this discussion on a graphic organizer 
labelled ‘Same and Different’. For this discussion the teacher may want to download a map of 
the Reindeer Lake area which encompasses the communities of Brochet, Kinoosao and 
Southend, all Cree communities. 

2. (Optional) How are the spring customs of the Cree and Metis of Brochet influenced by the 
geography and environment of the setting? 

 

Day 3              

Focus of the Think-Aloud: using context clues to determine the meaning of words. 
 
Before: 

1. Have students brainstorm the strategies they use to determine the meaning of unfamiliar 
words.  

2. By using an example, introduce how to use context to determine the meaning of a word. 
During: 
Read The Spring Celebration 

1. Use think-aloud to highlight unfamiliar words, and how to use context to determine their 
meaning. 

2. Students will identify unfamiliar words. 
3. Record new words on graphic organizer. 

 
After 
Discussion: 

1. Teacher leads students in a discussion of the signs of spring by responding to the following 
questions.  (Record their responses on the graphic organizer.) 
What signs of spring did Iskotew talk about? What are the signs of spring in our community? 
“What do you think is special about spring?” 
 

Writing activity: 
1. Students will write a short paragraph – What Spring Means to Me. 
2. Students who struggle with writing can draw a picture of What Spring Means to Me. 
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Linking Activities 
 

1. Place four key illustrations from the story in a folder in the Storytelling Centre.  Students will 
use these pictures as prompts to retell the story to a partner. 

2. Students will create a collage of spring in a visual arts class. 
3. A cloze activity can be completed as part of a word study lesson. 

 
 

Cloze Activity 

The Spring Celebration 

 

Iskotew lived in a small v_____________ named Brochet.  Brochet is in the far n_________ 

where winters are long and b______________ cold. She was waiting for the first warm 

S______________ so she could c____________ a new  s__________.  The people waited 

p_____________ for the w______________ to decide if it was warm enough to begin 

s______________.  Finally the day a___________________.  They p_____________ up what 

they needed.  The supplies were placed in a box and loaded on a s_______________.  They 

walked on the ice to a small i_____________. On the island they g____________ wood to make 

cooking fires.  The children played and then picked c_________________ that were cooked 

over the fire. Everyone ate the d___________ foods they had brought.  The berries were a 

d______________ d________________. When e_____________ was full they sat around the 

fire d______________ tea and telling s____________. At d___________ everything was packed 

back in the wooden s______________.  The people of the v_______________ walked across 

the ice and went home. 

 
 
 
 

 


