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Modelled Reading = Read Aloud + Think Aloud 

 

Read Aloud - when the teacher reads a text (or portion of) aloud to students. Fun, engagement and love of 

reading are at the forefront of read alouds. 

Think Aloud – when the teacher intentionally verbalizes their thinking while reading a text (or portion of) 

aloud to students. Explicit demonstration and modelling are at the forefront of think alouds. 

 

Why is modelled reading important? 
  It promotes a culture of reading 

  It provides opportunities for students to see an engaged, proficient reader and how the 

reader utilizes strategies and skills to access text  

  It promotes fluency, oral language and shares the joys of reading with students 

  It makes a variety of texts accessible to ALL students 

 
What does quality Modelled Reading look like? 

Criteria Descriptors 
Instruction  
(what) 

- visibly model fluent and accurate reading  
- explicitly demonstrate the habits of proficient readers (i.e. vocabulary 
and comprehension strategies) 
- introduce new authors, variety of genres and texts of varying levels  

Planning  
(how) 

- have a clear purpose 
- is mindful of before, during and after reading strategies 

- carefully select a text to reinforce the learning goal 

- leads into shared, guided and independent reading 

Scheduling  
(when & where) 

- as a part of daily ELA instruction and also purposefully interwoven 
throughout the day  
- length of lesson will vary, depending on the learning target and group of 
students 
- can be used in other subjects to reinforce ELA instruction as well as the 
content area  

Students 
(who) 

- students at all grade levels benefit from regular modelled reading 
- supportive of struggling readers and EAL students 
- typically whole class and occasionally small group  

Thank you to GSSD teachers, Nicole Frederickson, Lisa Lenkart, Tyler 

Lorenzo, Bernice McKen, Koren Pitkethly, Mark Schendel, Laura 

Sveinbjornson and Scott Vaughan who helped develop this document 

around modelled reading. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
How does modelled reading fit within a Balanced Literacy framework? 

 It is the starting point of the gradual release of responsibility. In modelled reading, the teacher 
explicitly models the thinking processes through read alouds. It is the approach that is fully supported 
and led by the teacher.  

 Modelled reading is “teacher to students.”  

 Modelled reading is one of the instructional approaches identified by Saskatchewan Reads. 
 
How do I assess modelled reading? 

 You would not assess modelled reading, since it is the teacher modelling for the students. 

 You would formatively assess students’ application and/or transfer of the strategies modelled during 
shared, guided or independent reading situations. 

 
Can I still do read alouds for enjoyment? 

 ABSOLUTELY! Taking the time to read for enjoyment is still important in our classrooms. 
 
How do I select texts for modelled reading? 

 Select texts that represent many viewpoints that reflect the perspectives, cultures, and ways of 
knowing of First Nations, Métis, and other cultures 

 Select texts from a variety of genres and formats 

 Specifically choose texts that support the learning target of the modelled reading lesson    

 Utilize book lists that are organized by specific comprehension strategies  
e.g. http://www.readingpowergear.com/book-lists.html 
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“No matter what the grade, no matter what was going on in the day, I have read aloud to my 

students every day they walked into my classroom. Reading aloud to students every day is my 

responsibility as a teacher, but for me it has also been a privilege. The literature that is available 

to children, teens, and young adults now is so extraordinarily rich, stunningly beautiful, and 

profound that we would be doing our students an enormous disservice if we did not share it 

with them. Books have “added to my life” and have certainly added to the lives of my 

students.” (Gear, 2006, p. 24) 

 

http://www.readingpowergear.com/book-lists.html

